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靠天放牧

随草水而行

吃 心粮

北渡野狐岭，登高南望，复 太行 山,晴朗
可 . 北 ， 旱烟衰草, 中原之 ，至
此各 矣。

开荒

“Digging in the dirt and stooping in 
a back-breaking manner”  

Jagchid and Hyer

“The term ‘hard’ is used for 
Mongols and the term ‘soft’ for 
Chinese.”

Lattimore

Gajir qagalaqu  “Shattering the 
land”



Xinjiang	Fron,er:	A	complete	agro-
pastoral	system	
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Figure 4.5 Narinsu spring/autumn pastures 

 

  The Narinsu pastures are intended only for spring/autumn use, but there is 

a problem with moving on to the summer pastures: there are already too many 

people in both places, and not enough grass for the livestock. Many families thus 

pursue the strategy of living in Narinsu, but sending one small unit of the family 

to the summer pastures (such as Tasti) with the sheep/goats, and any horses and 

camels.52  

Tasti, the summer pasture, in my imagination was going to be a vast place, 

since it is the designated summer pasture for all the families I had interviewed 

thus far. It actually was quite compact. While the journey from winter to 

spring/summer is done in a few hours by rented truck for the people and their 

goods, the trip to the summer pastures can only partially be completed by truck. 

                                            

52 Note: since these families migrate by truck in a few hours, they do not really have a need for 

horses or camels anymore.  
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Kazak	Migra,on:	Winter	House	
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as some form of mining is expanding here. The road at this point suddenly widens 

from intense traffic by heavy-weight trucks.  

 

 

 

Figure 4.4 A typical winter home for many Kazaks 

 



Spring	and	Autumn	Pastures	
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Figure 4.5 Narinsu spring/autumn pastures 
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camels.52  

Tasti, the summer pasture, in my imagination was going to be a vast place, 
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52 Note: since these families migrate by truck in a few hours, they do not really have a need for 

horses or camels anymore.  



Summer	Pastures	
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Figure 5.4 View looking west beyond Gulnur and Serik’s pastures 

 

Among the more than one hundred nomadic families I interacted with 

during my fieldwork in Xinjiang, Gulnur’s family was the most intriguing. Gulnur 

became a fixture in my thinking about what it means to be nomadic in Xinjiang 

and in the 21st century for several reasons. First, she and her husband have ten 

children; the two youngest were born in the late eighties.87 This means that their 

socio-economic wellbeing offers material for a rich interpretation: how did they 

support twelve people throughout the recent decades, as the grasslands 

deteriorated and the economic conditions in Xinjiang changed continuously? 

Second, I became privileged to hear the story of their dispute with the neighbors 

over access to pasture, and as Gulnur told it, it was a textbook example of a 

common property-private property tension. Third, among her children is one who 

has emigrated to Kazakhstan, and come back to visit. Her son is one of many 

among China’s Kazaks who have chosen to emigrate; this too is becoming 

                                            

87 Although I met most of the now grown children at least once, the usual custom among Kazaks 

being to talk to the elders, my interaction were limited to Gulnur and Serik. 

 127 
valleys and the riverbeds. It is possible to travel over the top through the rolling 

hills, but it is arduous and I was actively discouraged from trying it, as there are 

no yurts in between the two valleys at Dongülüqsaz and Bürqsay.  

 

 

 

Figure 5.3 View of summer pastures at Zhaur and looking north 



Migra,on	corridor	
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Figure 4.8 The corridor between summer and spring/autumn pastures 

 

 There is no reason to fence these, as they are the only way to go, up or 

down. In Fuyun, fences are currently being erected in the lowlands and winter 

pastures where flexibility of individual herder choice has been possible and the 

range open to the sheep is extensive (and shared with wildlife).  

 

Reason for the comparison of the two counties 

As can be seen from the descriptive passages above, there are some 

compelling reasons for a comparison of these two counties. These can be 

summarized as differences in spatial distribution of the families across the seasons, 

differences in migration length, and different economic pressures at work in their 

counties. What they have in common is that each is the dominant pastoral county 

in its prefecture, the population base is about the same size, and both are targeted 

for grassland fencing.  

The pastoral dynamic in each is distinct. First, the migration routes today 

are already a very short 35-60 km in Tuoli, while they range between 250 and 450 



Tradi,onal	Slaughter	
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A neighbor helps with the tasks of partitioning the animal into chunks for cooking 
and drying. Any number of people may be involved, either men or women. Often 
the children stand by and watch. Notice that everything remains on the sheepskin 
for cleanliness. 
 

 

 
Figure 8.8 A Horse is Slaughtered in the Winter 

A mare is slaughtered by the family for winter consumption in Fuyun County. 
Here, the family has placed a plastic tarp underneath as a modern contribution to 
cleanliness. The task takes longer than for a sheep and the men have to rest in 
between and warm their hands. The women are also active, dividing the organs 
and other meat chunks among plastic basins, not seen here in the picture.  
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Figure 8.6 A Nomad Slaughters a Sheep in the Summer Pasture 

My host has selected a sheep for dinner in the summer pasture. After 
blessing its life and slitting its throat, he begins the process of butchering it 
completely. The process takes between 1-2 hours. 
 

 
Figure 8.7 A Neighbor Helps with Butchering the Sheep 



Farmers	and	Nomads	in	Tibet	



Tibetan farmers in the Upland Zone: 
Jiuzhaigou Tibetan Traditional livelihood

•  2000+ years habitation; don’t 
know ethnic identity, but means 
of livelihood similar

•  Limited clearing of forest for 
agriculture

•  Animals pastured in abandoned 
fields, in alpine areas

•  Forest products vital for 
livelihood: wood houses, 
firewood, medicines, mushrooms

•  Different kinds of wood: birch, 
oak for firewood, pine for 
construction



Tibetan farmers in the Upland Zone: 
Jiuzhaigou Traditional forest and 

watershed protection

•  Sacred mountain: take nothing 
away

•  Water sources, lakes, 
waterfalls, water-turned 
prayer wheels: taboo areas to 
touch or disturb

•  Village stewardship of 
individual plots of forest

•  Pilgrimage sites: take in and 
bring out everything you need



Tibetan	Nomads	



Monas,cism	and	Demography	


